Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Times at Our Lady & St Alphege

Sun 18" Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A
1100 Intention of Deacon Kevin
1800 Intention of Bernadette McKee

Mon 19t St Wulstan
No Mass
Tues 20" St Sebastian

1000 People of the Parish

Weds 21t St Agnes
1000 For the Unity of Christ’s body the Church

Thurs 22" St Vincent
1715 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confession
1800 Intentions of Tony & Breedge O’Sullivan

Fri 23" Weekday in Ordinary Time
1200 Intentions of Charlotte Barran

Sat 24t St Francis de Sales

0930 Rosary in the Lady Chapel

1000 Mary Grant RIP

1030 Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confession

Sun 25% Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
1100 Thomas & Kathleen Quinn RIP
1800 Intentions of Catherine Stevenson

Mass Times at St Joseph Peasedown St John
Sun 0900 & Tues 1100
Thurs at 1100 during Exposition

Mass
Rosary

Information
Coffee is served in the Parish Hall after 11.00 Mass
Psalter Week 2 / Readings Sun C / Weekdays Year 1

Diocesan Prayer link
St Francis of Assisi Nailsea

St Joseph Portishead

The Parish of Our Lady & St Alphege
Parish Priest: Monsignor Robert Corrigan STB MTh

07789 185 181 (calls / text /whatsapp)
Robert.corrigan@cliftondiocese.com

Right Reverend Declan Lang Emeritus Bishop of Clifton
Deacon Kevin Moloney
Kevin.Moloney@cliftondiocese.com

Parish Administrator: Isabella Lo
bath.stalphege@cliftondiocese.com

www.saintalphege.org.uk

18t January 2026

Congratulations and welcome to
To George Fletcher whose Baptism was celebrated last
Sunday

Second Collection Today

The SPUC White Flower collection will take place this
Sunday. The White Flower Appealis  SPUC's largest
source of support for this vital work. Parishes play an
irreplaceable role, not only in fundraising, but in offering
a visible, compassionate witness to the dignity of human
life.”

Day of Prayer for Peace

The 2" Sunday of Ordinary time is a day designated by
the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales as
a day to reflect on the Pope’s message for the World Day
of Peace on the 1st January. The theme chosen by Pope
Leo for this message was "Peace to you all: Towards an
'unarmed and disarming' peace".

Bishop John Arnold of Salford diocese writes: "Pope Leo
is telling us that peace should not rely on fear, threats or
weapons. Peace should have the capacity to resolve
conflicts and open hearts through mutual understanding
and hope"

It is so easy to feel helpless in a world of violence today.
The nonviolent action of Jesus can be our guide in
working for peace and justice. Pax Christi tries to give a
lead in this process through publications, prayer, public
witness and nonviolent action. It gives practical
expression to this hope through its outreach work in
promoting the Gospel message of nonviolence and
offering peace education in schools. It is a national
organisation but with a small committed staff team.
More details and ways to support its work can be found
on its website https://paxchristi.org.uk/

Week of prayer for Christian Unity 2026

The Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity has published
the texts for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity which
traditionally takes place from 18 to 25 January. The 2026
theme comes from the Letter to the Ephesians: “There is
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one
hope of your calling” (Eph 4:4). Prayers and reflections
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were prepared by an ecumenical group coordinated by
the Armenian Apostolic Church and draw upon centuries-
old traditions of prayer used by the Armenian people,
along with hymns that originated in the ancient
monasteries and churches of Armenia, some of which
date as far back as the fourth century. The Week of Prayer
offers an invitation to draw upon this shared Christian
heritage and to delve more deeply into our fellowship in
Christ, which unites Christians worldwide. A leaflet is
available from under the resources tab at
https://ctbi.org.uk/

Preparation for First Holy Communion and Confession
This will be starting towards the end of January. If you
have not already done so please collect an application
form from the back of the Church by the noticeboard or
e mail Fr Robert so that a form can be sent to you. 1st
Communion will be celebrated on Sunday the 7th of June,
the Solemnity of Corpus Christi.

Cake Sale to support Girlguiding

On Sunday the 25th of Jan, after the 1100 Mass in the
Parish Hall. Megan, one of our servers, will be holding a
cake sale to fundraise for her Girlguiding International
Community Experience to Lorne, Northern
Ireland. Megan is one of just 24 guides from across the
South  West (Bristol all the way down to
Cornwall) selected to go to Belfast just before Easter. The
aim of the trip is to support those in need in the Belfast
area, so on the trip Megan and the other guides will be
doing some community volunteering in the local area, the
exact details are still being worked through. Megan would
be very grateful for your support.

Beacons

Our first Community gathering will be on Monday 19th
January from 2 to 4 pm in the hall when we will have the
opportunity to chat with old and new friends and enjoy
delicious homemade cakes with hot drinks. The raffle this
time will be in aid of the Salvation Army. We look forward
to welcoming you.

A Mass to celebrate family life

This will be celebrated on Sat 14th Feb in the Cathedral at
1200 by the Bishop. All families are invited to this to
acknowledge the joys & challenges of family life. It will
celebrate couples with significant anniversaries in 2026:
if you are, or know of such couple, send names with an
address so that a personal invitation can be sent out from
the bishop (email adult.education@cliftondiocese.com).
Please include the number of years being celebrated.

The Wife of Bath

Duncan McGibbon will be giving a talk about one of
Chaucer’s most provocative and enduring characters, the
Wife of Bath on Mon 19 January 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm at the
Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institution, both at the

venue and online. It begins by examining her Prologue,
the longest in The Canterbury Tales, where she asserts
her authority through lived experience rather than
religious or scholarly texts. Duncan will give an outline
and a presentation of the Wife of Bath's Prologues and
Tale stressing the importance of penance in the
Canterbury Tales. More details including ticket prices on
their website https://www.brlsi.org/

Gloucestershire Spiritual Direction Course

Spiritual direction is an ancient art, arising in many
wisdom traditions, including Christianity. It is a practice of
deep listening from a contemplative stance, offering
another; a companion’s ear as they grapple with life’s
joys, sorrows and dilemmas; accompaniment as they ‘live
the questions’ and learn to recognise more clearly that
‘still, small voice’ that calls us all to a place of freedom
and wholeness. Gloucestershire course in Spiritual
Direction (A Companion’s Way) is now inviting
applications for the intake in February 2026. Learn to
listen as a ‘soul friend’, an ‘anam cara’, in service of
spiritual growth and transformation. More information,
& application form can be found at this link
https://spiritualdirectioncourse.co.uk/

Diocesan Annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2026

This Pilgrimage will be led by the Bishop with the Catholic
Association of Lourdes from Fri the 215t — Fri the 28" of
August this year. There will be airport transfers from
Bristol to Birmingham Airport, with Flights to Tarbes—
Lourdes—Pyrénées Airport, hotel transfers etc. The
pilgrimage programme, includes visits to the Grotto of
the Apparitions, Mass each day, Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick, Sacrament of Reconciliation, visits
to sites related to St Bernadette, Open air Mass in the
Cite-San— Pierre, Water Gesture, Station of the Cross...
Please email lourdes@cliftondiocese.com to declare an
interest.

Retrouvaille helps marriages

Retrouvaille began in 1977 as a French language weekend
for hurting marriages in the province of Quebec, Canada.
From 1982, Retrouvaille has spread through the U.S.A,,
South America and from 1991 into many other countries
around the world. It can bring hope and healing to
relationships and has meetings both face to face and on
line. www.retrouvaille.org.uk Tel: 07887 296983

Finance News (December 2025)

Offertory: £1058.83 Gift Aid Envelopes: £349
Contactless Offertory: £388 Contactless GA Offertory:
£776 Standing Orders: £1459

Second Collections: Poor Missions £315.02

Last Week Offertory: £385.9 Envelopes £43

Readers
11.00: Maureen 18:00: Andrew
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