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Mass Times at Our Lady & St Alphege 

Sun 8th       Fifth Sunday Year A 
1100 Philip Murtagh 
1800 People of the Parish  
 
Mon 9th – Friday 13th  
No Mass 
 
Sat 14th      St Cyril & St Methodius  
0930  Rosary in the Lady Chapel  
1000 Patrick Creevy RIP  
1030 Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confession  
 
Sun 15th       Sixth Sunday Year A 
1100 Ronald Emmerson RIP 
1800 People of the Parish 

 

Mass Times at St Joseph Peasedown St John 
Mass  Sun 0900 & Tues 1100  
Rosary      Thurs at 1100 during Exposition 

 
Information 

Coffee is served in the Parish Hall after 11.00 Mass 
Psalter Week 1 / Readings Sun C / Weekdays Year 1 

 

Parish administration 
While I am on leave / recollection  
for any enquiries about pastoral issues please contact 
Deacon Kevin: Kevin.Moloney@cliftondiocese.com 

for enquiries about parish administration please contact 
Isabella: bath.stalphege@cliftondiocese.com 
 
To contact a priest in an emergency  
Please call either Fr Christopher at St Johns 07225 464471 
or Fr Jeremy at St Marys 01225 314114 
 

Welcome back… 
… to Fr Tibor who will be offering Mass today and next 
Sunday at Our Lady & St Alphege while I am on leave & 
recollection 
And thankyou…  
.. to Bishop Declan who will offer Mass on Saturdays and 
hear Confessions after Mass 

Pope Leo’s Prayer intention for February 
For children with incurable diseases 
Let us pray that children suffering from incurable diseases 
and their families receive the necessary medical care and 
support, never losing strength and hope. 
 
A big thankyou .. 
… from Megan to everyone who supported her cake sale 
after the 1100 Mass recently. Everyone was hugely 
generous, and over £200 was raised which allowed her to 
surpass her target. The extra money will be donated to 
the Girl Guiding International Community Event team to 
help fund equipment for the community service work 
they’ll be doing in Belfast. 
 
Beacons meeting 
Our next community gathering will be on Monday 16th 
February from 2 to 4pm in the hall. Our theme will be St 
Valentine and there will be a quiz. Our raffle will be in 
support of Bath Street Kitchen and we look forward to 
welcoming you all to a fun afternoon.     
 
CAFOD Family Fast Day 
The Lent Family Fast Day is on Friday 27th February 2026.  
The CAFOD Website says that  “your  support this Fast Day 
will help our neighbours grow enough food to eat. 
Around the world – despite farmers’ best efforts – crops 
are failing and families are going hungry - but there is 
hope and there is a solution. 
In South Sudan and Bangladesh, devastating floods are 
destroying farmland but - thanks to the extraordinary 
generosity of the Catholic community at Fast Days - our 
local partners have been helping families to develop 
ingenious solutions like floating gardens that can grow 
food above floodwaters. 
In God's eyes, we are one global family, called to be 
neighbours. Your parish's support this Family Fast Day will 
mean more of our neighbours can put food on the table.” 

Further resources and prayer cards to support this day 
are available on the CAFOD Website and there are 
envelopes on the table in the porch.  
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Finance News 
Last Week Offertory: £267.96 Gift Aid Envelopes: £65 
 
Readers 
11.00: Nkechi  18:00: Chris 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

Janet 

 

Final Communiqué of the Holy Land Co-ordination Group 
made up of Bishops from around the world  

after their visit 17-21 January 2026 
` 

“You are the salt of the earth; you are the light of the world” 
Matthew 5:13.14 

Our pilgrimage was to a Land where people are suffering 
trauma. We began with a visit to Bedouin communities 
living on the margins of society in the Occupied West Bank. 
They shared their experiences of a life on the periphery, 
being observed but often not encountered, their movement 
heavily restricted by rapidly expanding settlements 
encircling them on the surrounding hills. 
We heard stories about Israeli settler attacks and their 
continual violence and intimidation, theft of livestock and 
demolition of property, leaving many unable to sleep at 
night for fear of further violence. When we asked them who 
sees their struggles and their cry to live in peace with their 
neighbours, they replied: “Nobody sees us.” 

Our journey continued with Mass in the only completely 
Christian town in Palestine. They, too, told us of their 
suffering: endless attacks from extremist settlers, uprooting 
of their olive trees, the seizure of their land and intimidatory 
acts that make their daily life unbearable, driving many into 
mass emigration. 

In the twelve months since our last visit, the Land of Promise 
is being diminished and challenged. Gaza remains a 
catastrophic humanitarian crisis. The people of the West 
Bank we encountered are demoralised and fearful. The 
courageous Israeli voices which speak out for human and 
civil rights are increasingly threatened; advocating for 
marginalised voices is a costly solidarity. We fear that soon, 
they too will be silenced. 

As Christians, it is our calling and duty to give a voice to the 
voiceless, and to bear witness to their dignity, so that the 
world may know their suffering and be moved to advocate 
for justice and compassion. 

The settlements in the West Bank, illegal under 
international law, continue to expand by commandeering 
the land of others. The universality of human rights applies 
to all without exception. Instead, it is relentlessly replaced 
by a system where dignity and protection depend on one’s 
civil status. 

We affirm Israel’s right to exist and for Israelis to live in 
peace and security; equally, we call for these same rights to 

be upheld for all those rooted in this land. We hope that 
efforts for peace will prevail over violence, and that there 
will be no more acts of terrorism and war. We also urge our 
governments to exert pressure on Israel to uphold the rules-
based international order and to revive meaningful 
negotiations toward a two-state solution for the benefit and 
security of all. 
We were deeply moved by the faith and steadfastness of 
local Christians and also by people of other faiths who work 
to sustain the hope of their communities. They remind us 
that it is our shared vocation to be “salt of the earth” and 
“light of the world” and to strive for peaceful coexistence 
and security across the Holy Land. 
We also witnessed the courage of those Jewish and 
Palestinian voices who, despite immense challenges and 
their own trauma, continue to advocate for justice, dialogue 
and reconciliation. Hearing from parents who have lost a 
child to conflict and can still find a way to forgive, offers a 
powerful witness to the possibility of peace and 
reconciliation. Few experiences are more devastating. 
When such a mother or father pleads for an end to violence, 
the world must listen – and act. 
The people of the Holy Land cry out for our help and prayers; 
they long for an end to their suffering. Stand with them. 
Recognise their plea for dignity. Help foster genuine 
dialogue between communities. Heed the call of Cardinal 
Pierbattista Pizzaballa, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, to 
come on pilgrimage as a sign of our love, support and 
solidarity with them. 
As we leave this Land, we do so with our hearts full of 
compassion for those who are suffering and inspired by 
those who, by their pursuit of justice, keep the hope of 
peace alive. 
Our Lady Queen of Palestine and of all the Holy Land, pray 
for us. 
 
Racial Justice Sunday  
On Racial Justice Sunday, which took place this year on 
Sunday, 1 February, Bishop Paul McAleenan, Lead Bishop 
for Racial Justice for the Bishops’ Conference, shared his 
message in which he urged all people to engage in 
encounters founded on respect and love for the other. 
The theme for Racial Justice Sunday was: “Whoever loves 
God must also love his brother” (1 John 4:21) 
In his message, he recalled the words of St John, who says, 
“We cannot love God who we cannot see if we do not love 
our brother and sister who we can see” and reflects that  
“In the family of the Church and in society there are people 
from every nation and race, all are important, wonderfully 
made. 
The Commandments God has given us guide our lives and 
our relationships with others – our brothers and sisters. 
“The central commandment is to love. To work and to pray 
for what is best for another person, for what will bring 
them true happiness and fulfilment is love. In our parishes, 
schools and communities true love recognises the value of 
everyone and it is essential to build the Kingdom of God.” 


