The First Sunday of Lent
Mass Times at Our Lady & St Alphege

Sun 22 1%t Sunday of Lent Year A
1100

1715 Stations of the Cross

1800

Mon 23" St Polycarp

No Mass

Tues 24t Weekday of Lent

1000

1830 Stations of the Cross

Weds 25"  Weekday of Lent
1000
Thurs 26"  Weekday of Lent

1715 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confession
1800 William Lee RIP

Fri 27t Weekday of Lent
0700

1130 Stations of the Cross
1200

Sat 28t Weekday of Lent
0930 Rosary in the Lady Chapel
1000

1030 Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confession

Sun 1 2" Sunday of Lent Year A
1100

1715 Stations of the Cross

1800

Mass Times at St Joseph Peasedown St John
Sun 0900 & Tues 1100
Thurs at 1100 during Exposition

Mass
Rosary

Information
Psalter Week 1 / Readings Sun C / Weekdays Year 1

Diocesan Prayer link
St Dominic Dursley & St Joseph Nympsfield

The Parish of Our Lady & St Alphege
Parish Priest: Monsignor Robert Corrigan STB MTh

07789 185 181 (calls / text / whatsapp)
Robert.corrigan@cliftondiocese.com

Right Reverend Declan Lang Emeritus Bishop of Clifton
Deacon Kevin Moloney
Kevin.Moloney@cliftondiocese.com

Parish Administrator: Isabella Lo
bath.stalphege@cliftondiocese.com

www.saintalphege.org.uk

22" of February 2026

Stations of the Cross

We will follow the way of the Cross in the Church at
1715 on Sunday afternoons / 1830 on Tuesdays / 1130
on Friday mornings before the 1200 Mass

Lenten Penitential Services

During Lent there will be celebrations of God’s merciful
love as part of our Lenten journey which will take place
each Tuesday at 5 Churches across the Diocese. There will
be priests available at each venue to hear confessions and
details of venues are on the poster on the porch and on
the front page of the website. Each Liturgy will start at
7pm and you would be most welcome at any venue.

Thankyou ...
... to the member of the Parish who has donated two new

Chasubles to the Parish, one purple which will be used on
the Sundays of Lent and Advent, as well as at Requiem
Masses, and another white for Sundays in Easter and
Feasts. These were blessed before Mass on Thursday.

Beacons

A big thank you to all of you who joined us on Monday
16th for a fun afternoon of friendship, a St Valentine quiz,
delicious home made cakes and an impressive raffle
which raised £120 for Bath Street Kitchen in support of
homeless people.

Our next community meeting will be on Monday 16th
March with a St Patrick theme when we look forward to
welcome you all.

A conversation with the Amazon

Climate change? Our common home? Querida
Amazonia? Laudato Si? Synodality? Fratelli Tutti? Want to
know and learn more from the indigenous people of
Brazil? If so you are invited to an afternoon dialogue with
Dom Roque Paloschi Archbishop of Rondonia, Brazil, and
Irma Laura from Brazil, to discover in greater detail the
values of the indigenous communities and how as both
creatures and guardians of nature they see the world and
live their Christianity. We can learn about their
oppression, their struggles, their solidarity, and their
spirituality in the face of those who would destroy rather
than unite, love money and power rather than peace
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justice and love. The conversation will conclude with
some practical steps we might consider taking forward,
creating greater contact between two cultures in
nurturing and protecting our common home and values.
The conversation takes place on Saturday 28 February at
3pm ion St John’s Church Hall, South Parade. There will
be a short slide show introduction at 3.00pm and then
followed by a live linked conversation with Dom Roque
and Sister Laura followed by chance for questions.
Refreshments will be provided.

Stations of the Cross

The SVP would like to invite you to join them in praying
the Stations of the Cross on Tuesdays at 6.30pm during
Lent before their meeting at 7pm.

Finance News
Last Week Offertory:£272.07 Envelopes: 58

Readers
11.00: Matt
CLOW: Janet

Message of the Holy Father Leo XIV for Lent 2026
“Listening and Fasting: Lent as a Time of Conversion”
Part of this is message is below.

18:00: Grainne

Dear brothers and sisters,

Lent is a time in which the Church, guided by a sense of
maternal care, invites us to place the mystery of God back in
the centre of our lives, in order to find renewal in our faith
and keep our hearts from being consumed by the anxieties
and distractions of daily life.

Every path towards conversion begins by allowing the word
of God to touch our hearts and welcoming it with a docile
spirit. There is a relationship between the word, our
acceptance of it and the transformation it brings about. For
this reason, the Lenten journey is a welcome opportunity to
heed the voice of the Lord and renew our commitment to
following Christ, accompanying him on the road to
Jerusalem, where the mystery of his passion, death and
resurrection will be fulfilled.

Listening

This year, | would first like to consider the importance of
making room for the word through listening. The willingness
to listen is the first way we demonstrate our desire to enter
into relationship with someone.....

Our God is one who seeks to involve us. Even today he
shares with us what is in his heart. Because of this, listening
to the word in the liturgy teaches us to listen to the truth of
reality. In the midst of the many voices present in our
personal lives and in society, Sacred Scripture helps us to
recognize and respond to the cry of those who are
anguished and suffering. In order to foster this inner
openness to listening, we must allow God to teach us how
to listen as he does. We must recognize that “the condition
of the poor is a cry that, throughout human history,

constantly challenges our lives, societies, political and
economic systems, and, not least, the Church.”

Fasting

If Lent is a time for listening, fasting is a concrete way to
prepare ourselves to receive the word of God. Abstaining
from food is an ancient ascetic practice that is essential on
the path of conversion. ..... it helps us to identify and order
our “appetites,” keeping our hunger and thirst for justice
alive and freeing us from complacency. Thus, it teaches us
to pray and act responsibly towards our neighbour......
However, in order to practice fasting in accordance with its
evangelical character and avoid the temptation that leads to
pride, it must be lived in faith and humility. It must be
grounded in communion with the Lord, because “those who
are unable to nourish themselves with the word of God do
not fast properly.” As a visible sign of our inner commitment
to turn away from sin and evil with the help of grace, fasting
must also include other forms of self-denial aimed at helping
us to acquire a more sober lifestyle, since “austerity alone
makes the Christian life strong and authentic.”

In this regard, | would like to invite you to a very practical
and frequently unappreciated form of abstinence: that of
refraining from words that offend and hurt our neighbour.
Let us begin by disarming our language, avoiding harsh
words and rash judgement, refraining from slander and
speaking ill of those who are not present and cannot defend
themselves. Instead, let us strive to measure our words and
cultivate kindness and respect in our families, among our
friends, at work, on social media, in political debates, in the
media and in Christian communities. In this way, words of
hatred will give way to words of hope and peace.

Together

Finally, Lent emphasizes the communal aspect of listening
to the word and fasting. Our parishes, families, ecclesial
groups and religious communities are called to undertake a
shared journey during Lent, in which listening to the word of
God, as well as to the cry of the poor and of the earth,
becomes part of our community life, and fasting a
foundation for sincere repentance. In this context,
conversion refers not only to one’s conscience, but also to
the quality of our relationships and dialogue. It means
allowing ourselves to be challenged by reality and
recognizing what truly guides our desires — both within our
ecclesial communities and as regards humanity’s thirst for
justice and reconciliation.

Dear friends, let us ask for the grace of a Lent that leads us
to greater attentiveness to God and to the least among us.
Let us ask for the strength that comes from the type of
fasting that also extends to our use of language, so that
hurtful words may diminish and give way to a greater space
for the voice of others. Let us strive to make our
communities places where the cry of those who suffer finds
welcome, and listening opens paths towards liberation,
making us ready and eager to contribute to building a
civilization of love.

| impart my heartfelt blessing upon all of you and your
Lenten journey. LEO PP. XIV



