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Mass Times at Our Lady & St Alphege 

Sun 17th          Seventh Sunday of Easter  
1100  Robert Chippendale RIP  
1800  Alan Stevenson RIP 
 
Mon 18th        Weekday of Easter 

No Mass 
 
Tues 19th     St Dunstan 

No Mass 
 
Weds 20th     Weekday of Easter 

No Mass 
 
Thurs 21st  Weekday of Easter 
1715 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
1800  Mass & celebration of the Sacrament of the Sick 
Simon Olechno RIP  
 
Fri 22nd   Weekday of Easter 
0700 Mark Harvey RIP  
1200   
 
Sat 23rd           Votive Mass of Our Lady  
0930  Rosary in the Lady Chapel  
1000  
1030 Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confession  
1500 Distribution and investiture of the Miraculous    
 Medal followed by Exposition, Rosary, and   
           Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Sun 24th          The Solemnity of Pentecost  
1100 Sue Williams RIP  
1700 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
1730 Evening Prayer & Benediction 
1800 People of the Parish  

 
Mass Times at St Joseph Peasedown St John 

Mass  Sun 0900 & Tues 1100 
 

Diocesan Prayer link 
Holy Rood & St Peter Swindon 

Information 
Psalter Week 3 / Readings Sun A Weekdays Proper 

 
Second Collection today  

... to support the Catholic Communications Network 
 

Work in the Church next week 
During this coming week  

- the Organ builders will be working on the organ 
Mon and Tues to rectify a number of faults 

- the new CCTV system will be installed Tue - Thurs 
- the kneelers will be reinstalled on Weds (a week 

early!) 
To enable access for these works and for safety reasons, 
the Church will be closed with no Mass on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  On Thursday there will be 1715 Exposition 
and 1800 Mass as usual. 
 
Mass and the celebration of the Sacrament of the Sick  
During the 1800 Mass on Thursday this week (the 21st of 
May) we will also celebrate the Sacrament of the Sick. 
 
Investiture of the Miraculous Medal 
On Saturday afternoon this week (the 23rd of May)  at 3.00 
pm, the eve of Pentecost, there will be a distribution and 
investiture of the Miraculous Medal This will be followed 
by Exposition, Rosary, and Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament.    
 
Please pray for  
 …Tom White who is to be baptised and Chris Aspen who 
will be received into the full Communion of the Church on 
Pentecost Sunday. 
 
Exposition and Benediction 
On Pentecost Sunday (the 24th of May) there will be 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 5.00 pm with 
Evening Prayer at 5.30 pm. 
 
First Holy Communion 
Please do keep Emilia, Florence, Kian, Sophia, Yago, 
Audrie, Isla-Mae and Victoria in your prayers as they 
prepare to receive Jesus for the first time in Holy 
Communion during the 1100 Mass on the Solemnity of 
Corpus Christi, Sunday the 7th of June. 
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Rosaries  
I am very grateful to the member of the parish who has 
donated 36 rosaries to encourage devotion to Our Lady . 
As the first reading at Mass reminds us that before 
Pentecost the disciples “devoted themselves to prayer 
together ...with Mary the mother of Jesus” and I hope 
that we too will ask the prayers of Our Lady Mother of the 
Church and Our Lady Vulnerata for ourselves, our Parish, 
and our world.  
 
Events are The Bernadine Cistercians  
“Tools for the journey towards God” Fri 12 – Sun 14 June 
led by Fr Gerard Magee who will explore Discernment, 
Discipleship, Discipline and Abandonment on our journey 
towards God 
“The Midsummer Martyrs” Fri 26 – Sat 28 June led by 
Amina Wright, a weekend of illustrated meditations 
exploring how artists across the centuries have retold the 
lives, faith, and witness of these remarkable saints.  
More details on the posters in the porch 
 
St Gregorys Catholic College 
The Summer open mornings will take place on Monday 
the 8th of June.  To register for a visit please see the 
poster in the porch where there is a QR code. 
 
Beacons 
Our next Community meeting will be on the 18th May 
from 2 to 4 pm in the hall. There will be home made cakes 
and refreshments and a popular raffle in aid of the charity 
Smile Train operating world wide on children born with a 
cleft palate and helping them to smile. Everyone 
welcome. 
 
Readers 11:00  Maureen 18:00 Dominic 
Finance News   
Last Week Offertory: £249.44 Envelopes £73 
 
Gift Aid  
The 25/26 Gift Aid claim has now been submitted to HM 
Revenue & Customs and the Fabric & Finance Committee 
is very grateful to all parishioners who assist the parish by 
contributing in this way. All UK tax paying parishioners are 
urged to consider gift aiding their contribution to our 
church.  
Regardless of how you currently make that contribution 
If you are a UK tax payer, there will be a way in which 25% 
of its value can be recovered through the Gift Aid scheme 
from HMRC. This will be at NO additional cost to yourself 
and is valuable revenue to support the increasing cost of 
maintaining our church.  
Existing gift aid donors are reminded that they have an 
ongoing responsibility to ensure that they still qualify for 
the Gift Aid scheme, ie that they pay more tax in a tax 
year than the sum of their charitable donations for that 
year.  To register for gift aid or if you have any questions 
please contact Maureen Dyson through the Parish Office.  

Again thankyou to all members of the parish for your 
financial support throughout the year. 

 
Donating to the Church 

 
 

From a reflection by Pope Benedict 16th  
on the Ascension 

"Heaven": this word Heaven does not indicate a place 
above the stars but something far more daring and 
sublime: it indicates Christ himself, the divine Person who 
welcomes humanity fully and for ever, the One in whom 
God and man are inseparably united for ever. Man's being 
in God, this is Heaven. And we draw close to Heaven, 
indeed, we enter Heaven to the extent that we draw close 
to Jesus and enter into communion with him. For this 
reason today's Solemnity of the Ascension invites us to be 
in profound communion with the dead and Risen Jesus, 
invisibly present in the life of each one of us. 
 
In this perspective we understand why the Evangelist 
Luke says that after the Ascension the disciples returned 
to Jerusalem "with great joy" (24: 52). Their joy stems 
from the fact that what had happened was not really a 
separation, the Lord's permanent absence: on the 
contrary, they were then certain that the Crucified-Risen 
One was alive and that in him God's gates, the gates of 
eternal life, had been opened to humanity for ever. In 
other words, his Ascension did not imply a temporary 
absence from the world but rather inaugurated the new, 
definitive and insuppressible form of his presence by 
virtue of his participation in the royal power of God. It was 
to be up to them, the disciples emboldened by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, to make his presence visible by their 
witness, preaching and missionary zeal. 
 
The Church does not carry out the role of preparing for 
the return of an "absent" Jesus, but, on the contrary, lives 
and works to proclaim his "glorious presence" in a 
historical and existential way. Since the day of the 
Ascension, every Christian community has advanced on 
its earthly pilgrimage toward the fulfilment of the 
messianic promises, fed by the word of God and 
nourished by the Body and Blood of her Lord. This is the 
condition of the Church, the Second Vatican Council 
recalls, as she "presses forward amid the persecutions of 
the world and the consolations of God', announcing the 
Cross and death of the Lord until he comes" (Lumen 
gentium, n. 8).  

Cassino, Piazza Miranda 
Sunday, 24 May 2009 
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