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Mass Times at Our Lady & St Alphege 

Sun 24th          The Solemnity of Pentecost  
1100 Sue Williams RIP  
1700 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
1730 Evening Prayer & Benediction 
1800 Intentions of Fintan McKee 
 
Mon 25th        Our Lady  Mother of the Church 
No Mass 
 
Tues 26th     St Philip Neri 
1000 CMBF Mass  
 
Weds 27th     St Augustine of Canterbury 
1000 People of the Parish 
 
Thurs 28th   Jesus Christ the Eternal High Priest 
1715 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
1800   In thanksgiving for former Parish Priests  
 
Fri 29th    Pope St Paul VI 
0700   
1200  Bishop Declan’s intentions  
 
Sat 30th           Votive Mass of Our Lady  
  Mother of the Church  
0930  Rosary in the Lady Chapel  
1000  
1030 Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confession  
 
Sun 31st           The Solemnity of the Holy Trinity  
1100 Iris Ratcliff RIP 
1800 Friends of the suffering souls  

 
Mass Times at St Joseph Peasedown St John 

Mass  Sun 0900 & Tues 1100 
 

Diocesan Prayer link 
St Mary, Swindon 

 
Information 

Psalter Sunday Proper then Week 4 / Readings Sun A 
Weekdays Week 8 of the Year 2  

 

Congratulations to  
 …Tom White who was  baptised and Chris Aspen who 
was received into the full Communion of the Church on 
Pentecost Sunday 
 
Rosaries  
I am very grateful to the member of the parish who has 
donated 36 rosaries to encourage devotion to Our Lady . 
The Acts of the Apostles reminds us that before Pentecost 
the disciples “devoted themselves to prayer together 
...with Mary the mother of Jesus” and I hope that we too 
will ask the prayers of Our Lady Mother of the Church and 
Our Lady Vulnerata for ourselves, our Parish, and our 
world.  
 
Events are The Bernadine Cistercians  
“Tools for the journey towards God” Fri 12 – Sun 14 June 
led by Fr Gerard Magee who will explore Discernment, 
Discipleship, Discipline and Abandonment on our journey 
towards  God. 
“The Midsummer Martyrs” Fri 26 – Sat 28 June led by 
Amina Wright, a weekend of illustrated meditations 
exploring how artists across the centuries have retold the 
lives, faith, and witness of these remarkable saints.  
More details on the posters in the porch. 
 
An Evening with Dr Scott Hahn 
Dr Scott Hahn, Catholic writer, author, broadcaster and 
teacher is coming to this country in May and will be 
speaking here at St John’s on Tuesday, 26 May at 7.00pm. 
The doors open at 6:00 pm for check-in, book Sales & 
refreshments. The talks begin at 7:00 pm with 
presentations on  “The Lamb’s Supper; The Mass as 
Heaven and Earth” and  “Lord Have Mercy; The Healing 
Power of Confession” with an intermission for 
refreshments and book sales.  The evening will finish at  
9:30 pm.  
 
Annual Mass at Farleigh Hungerford Castle 
The annual Mass in honour of Blessed Margaret Pole will 
be offered  in the Castle Chapel on Saturday 30 May. If 
you would like to go along doors of the castle open at 
6.00pm for Mass at 6.15pm. 
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School Summer Fete 
St. John's Catholic Primary PTA are holding their annual 
summer fete on Friday 5th June. We would love to extend 
an invitation to the congregation of Our Lady & St 
Alphege. Gates open at 5:30pm (£1 per adult, children 
free entry); we have stalls, music, performances from the 
school choir and dance groups, as well as BBQ and a bar. 
 
St Gregorys Catholic College 
The Summer open mornings will take place on Monday 
the 8th of June.  To register for a visit please see the 
poster in the porch where there is a QR code. 
 
Public exams 
As exams continue to take place in schools, colleges, and 
universities, please pray for all those engaged in 
examinations at this time, that the Holy Spirit may come 
down upon all our students, giving them graces of 
wisdom, understanding and peace. 
 
Listening to Christ in the Scriptures 
Fr Łukasz Popko OP will be giving a series of talks and 
homilies during a day of recollection in  St Francis, Nailsea 
His talks will be on Saturday 20 June, homilies on Sunday 
21 June & a Day of Recollection on Monday 22 June which 
will begin on Saturday & Monday after 9.15am Mass, 
please bring a packed lunch on these days, refreshments 
will be provided.  Fr Lukasz is a Dominican Friar and is 
based at the École Biblique et Archéologique Française de 
Jérusalem (EBAF). Fr. Łukasz frequently contributes 
to international biblical symposiums and engages in 
interdisciplinary dialogues about faith & literature. 
 
Pope Leo XIV ..  
.. is preparing to promulgate his first Encyclical Letter 
entitled Magnifica Humanitas, concerning safeguarding 
the human person in the age of artificial intelligence, on 
the 25th of May 2026 at 11:30 a.m. in the Synod Hall. The 
Encyclical Letter was signed by Leo XIV on 15 May, 
marking the 135th anniversary of the promulgation of the 
Encyclical Rerum Novarum in 1891 by his predecessor 
Pope Leo XIII which was a groundbreaking encyclical  
When he was elected Pope Leo said “Sensing myself 
called to continue in this same path, I chose to take the 
name Leo XIV. There are different reasons for this, but 
mainly because Pope Leo XIII in his historic Encyclical 
Rerum Novarum addressed the social question in the 
context of the first great industrial revolution.  

In our own day, the Church offers to everyone the 
treasury of her social teaching in response to another 
industrial revolution and to developments in the field of 
artificial intelligence that pose new challenges for the 
defence of human dignity, justice and labour.” 

The text of the Encyclical will be freely available on the 
Vatican website for download. 
 

Readers  11:00 Steph 18:00 Grainne  
CLOW  Janet 
Finance News Last week offertory £221.87 Envelopes £61 
 

Donating to the Church 

 
 

Extract from a Reflection by Bishop Erik Varden OCSO 

“For forty days after Easter Jesus goes in and out among 
the disciples. He sticks to their small group. He does not 
put on compelling son-et-lumière performances over 
Jerusalem. There’s no trace of triumphalism in him who 
vanquished the worst of man’s enemies, death himself. 
He proceeds with quietness. He converses and explains; 
he shares meals; he hosts them when he performs 
gestures the Eleven recognise from the Last Supper. His 
explicit intention is that the Gospel should reach the ends 
of the earth. But he doesn’t envisage this happening 
through compulsion or shock collective impact. No, his 
liberating message is to spread from soul to soul, from 
person to person. 

If I want to see the world transformed by Christianity, I 
have to be transformed by it myself. There’s no other 
way. It is useful to recall that in these times of culture war. 

On the fortieth day ‘he was lifted up’ after having 
promised, once again, that the Church would receive the 
Holy Spirit, power from on high.  A Christian isn’t call to 
stand around purposelessly gazing heavenward. Angels 
made this clear when they, on the day of Christ’s 
Ascension, told the Eleven a little brusquely: ‘Why do you 
stand looking into heaven?’ The message is clear: a 
pressing earthly task is waiting. That task is entrusted to 
the Church until Jesus ‘will come again even as [the 
apostles saw] him go into heaven’ (Acts 1.8-11). 

How can the Gospel, like leaven, be kneaded into the 
dough of humanity at large, to raise it?  The apostles will 
have pondered such things during the Pentecost Novena 
as they, with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, waited to be 
equipped, mystically, to face a task that seemed to them 
utterly excessive. 
That same task challenges us today. Like the apostles 
then, we are called, now, to climb down from the Upper 
Room into the streets. We are charged with 
communicating faith to our world. We cannot withdraw 
into protected enclaves. To be a Catholic is not to be a 
member of a special-interest society or a secret 
fraternity. Catholics are by definition universally minded, 
asked to share with generosity the treasure committed to 
their keeping.” 

 
 


