Twenty first Sunday of the Year

Mass Times at Our Lady & St Alphege

Sun 23 21% Sunday in Ordinary Time
1100 Thomas & Kathleen Quinn RIP
1800 Friends of the Suffering Souls

Mon 24 St Bartholomew
No Mass
Tues 25" St Louis

1000 Kathleen Quinn RIP

Weds 26" Blessed Dominic of the Mother of God
1000 Intentions of EK

Thurs 27%" St Monica

1430 Requiem Mass for Oswaldo Cho
1715 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
1800 Canon Michael English RIP

Fri 28t St Augustine
0700 People of the Parish
1200 Liz Hathaway RIP

Sat 29t Passion of St John the Baptist
0930 Rosary in the Lady Chapel

1000 Peter Collingridge RIP

1030 Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confession

Sun 30 22" Sunday in Ordinary Time
1100 Tony O’Sullivan RIP
1800 Peter Collingridge RIP

Mass Times at St Joseph Peasedown St John
Mass Sun 0900 & Tues 1100

Diocesan Prayer link
Christ the King, Amesbury

Liturgical Information
Psalter Week 1 / Readings Sun A & Weekdays Year 2

The Parish of Our Lady & St Alphege
Parish Priest: Monsignor Robert Corrigan STB MTh

07789 185 181 (calls / text / whatsapp)
Robert.corrigan@cliftondiocese.com

Right Reverend Declan Lang Emeritus Bishop of Clifton
Deacon Kevin Moloney
Kevin.Moloney@cliftondiocese.com

Parish Administrator: Isabella Lo
bath.stalphege@cliftondiocese.com

www.saintalphege.org.uk

23" August 2026

Confirmation

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated in Bath
on Friday the 13" of November at 7.00pm. If you wish to
celebrate this Sacrament please speak with or e mail Fr
Robert or Deacon Kevin. Normally candidates would
generally be around the year 9 age and above.

Date for your diary

Parish Pastoral and Practical meeting after the 1800 Mass
on the Hall on Thursday the 3™ of September. More
details to follow.

Congratulations and welcome ...
...to Annie O’Mahony whose Baptism into the Body of
Christ was celebrated yesterday.

Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Glastonbury: Sunday 6
September 2026 'Mary — Mother of the Faithful'
1.45pm Rosary Procession from the Abbey through the
town centre

3.15pm Mass in the Abbey Grounds

A coach has been booked to take pilgrims from Bath to
the diocesan pilgrimage in Glastonbury on Sunday
6th Sept leaving North Parade, Bath at 12:15 and depart
from Glastonbury at 6pm There are 36 seats available
and return tickets cost £12. Payment is required ahead
of the pilgrimage. To reserve a seat please either contact
St John's parish office on 01225 464471 or email Theresa
at theresa.tunbridge@cliftondiocese.com.

“The Desert and the Polis - Loneliness as spiritual crisis
and political failure”

This is a Webinar organised for Young Catholics by the
Catholic Union. The information for the event says that
“16-29-year-olds are twice as likely as those over 70 to
experience chronic loneliness, and loneliness has been
associated with higher rates of depression, stroke, heart
disease, and dementia. The growing epidemic of
loneliness calls for political, pastoral and theological
reflection”.

The webinar is aimed primarily at students, graduates,
and young professionals. The Catholic Union wants to
offer participants the opportunity to have a conversation
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that takes loneliness seriously as both a spiritual
condition and a structural one. Those wishing to attend
this webinar at 6.00pm on Thursday 15 October with
Father John Church OP and Professor Anna Rowlands
should register by emailing info@catholicunion.org.uk to
reserve their place.

Events at Brownshill Monastery

The Monastery of Our Lady and St Bernard is the home of
a community of six Bernardine Cistercian Nuns who
follow the Rule of St Benedict and are part of the
Cistercian family.

11-13 September: The Joy of Faith

Come, refresh and deepen vyour knowledge and
understanding of the Roman Catholic faith. During the
weekend we will explore these topics: Prayer in the
Roman Catholic tradition within the shape of the
Liturgical Year; the place of Our Lady in the life of the
Church; and the Sacrament of the Eucharist.
https://www.bernardine.org/brownshill-
programme/2026/9/11/faith-live-in

24-27 September: Loving God, Living Simply, Living
Deeply

Reflecting and learning from St. Francis of Asisi’s lifestyle
which brought him the graces of freedom of heart, inner
peace and confidence in God’s love.
https://www.bernardine.org/brownshill-
programme/2026/9/24/loving-god-living-simply-living-
deeply

From seed to plant

The Theological Life Journey with Sr Hyacinthe Defos du
Rau OP. A day for all catechists and those interested in
becoming catechists. Bishop Bosco will celebrate Mass
for us and commission the successful students who have
completed the two-year ‘Light of Truth’ formation in
Catechesis course. The day will take place on Saturday 17
October and our venue will be at St John the Evangelist,
Bath. There will be refreshments from 9.30am, for a 10am
start. We will finish around 4pm. Please bring a packed
lunch. To register for the day, please use the Eventbrite
site and search for the title with Bath as the venue.

Donating to the Church

If it is of help you can use the camera on your phone and
this QR code to help you with you Offertory donations

Readers 11:00 Karen 18:00 Grainne

Finance Last Week Offertory £290.25 Envelopes 28

Seating in the Church

Thankyou for your comments (all of which so far very
favourable) about the proposal to chance the seating
under the organ loft to be something rather more
adaptable by using chairs. Could | ask for any further
comments by the end of the week please?

From Pope Leo’s homily on the Feast of the
Assumption of Our Lady 2026

“Many works of art of the Assumption depict Our Lady as
a beautiful young woman physically rising from the earth
toward the heavens at the end of her earthly life. On the
surface this image seems to contrast with our experience
of what the passing of the years does to us. As we age,
our bodies do not become more agile, but heavier .....

The glorification of Mary, body and soul, teaches us that
our true beauty does not lie in hiding the signs of aging,
but in revealing the signs of love that never end, and are
even impressed on our flesh (cf. 1 Cor 13:8).

With this in mind, we are invited to reexamine many of
the aesthetic standards, predominantly hedonistic and
consumerist in nature, that the world imposes on us.
These standards risk trapping us in burdensome
expectations, causing us to waste precious energy on
what does not really matter and does not last forever.

In everyday life, we encounter people whose faces are
marked by the years and by suffering, yet who are
capable of radiating serenity, kindness and peace around
them; just as we may observe others who are perhaps
outwardly attractive but hard and cold at heart. It is easy
to see where true beauty lies and where, on the other
hand, there is still a need for conversion, forgiveness and
healing.

If we truly wish to discover and nurture the divine beauty
that surrounds us and for which we were made, and to
share it with those around us, we must learn to see it in
the wrinkles of an elderly person as in the tender face of
a child as well, in the maturity of an adult as in the
liveliness of a young person as well, in work clothes and
tools as well as in festive decorations. We must listen to
the unique love stories that each of these realities tells us,
recognizing in them small glimpses of heaven.

Love is humanity’s most beautiful adornment. Love
transfigures, transforms, ennobles and lifts us up, making
us light, free and close to God, even amid life’s ups and
downs.
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